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Prince Edward County South Shore Important Bird and Biodiversity Area 
The IBA is on the south shore of Prince Edward County between Point Petre and Prince Edward Point.  

 It includes approximately 26 square km of land and 65 square km of near shore waters.  

 It encompasses about 30 km of shoreline, one of the only lengthy, undeveloped strips of 

shoreline remaining along Lake Ontario 

 Prince Edward Point was designated an International 

Monarch Butterfly Reserve in 1995 

 It is important for concentrations of migrating birds, 

bats and butterflies and also supports several rare 

vascular plants.  

 The waters off the tip of the peninsula are an 

important waterfowl staging and wintering area, for 

Greater Scaup, Long-tailed Duck and White-winged 

Scoter. Other waterfowl regularly recorded in large 

numbers include Common Loon, Horned Grebe, 

Common Goldeneye, Common Merganser and Red-breasted Merganser. 

 Encompasses Prince Edward Point National Wildlife Area, Little Bluff Conservation Area, 

crown land blocks, provincial wildlife area, Point Petre and private lands 

 Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory  operates a Migration Monitoring station (spring and 

fall) in the NWA and became official caretaker of the South Shore IBA in 2012 
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Canada Goose and Mute Swan 
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Survey Areas 
PEPtBO has established 9 sample survey blocks (green areas) that are visited during spring 

migration, breeding season, fall migration and 

winter.  A series of point-count stops have been set 

up along Army Reserve Road, Babylon Road and 

County Rd 13.  Waterfowl observation points have 

also been set up around the shoreline (W1, W2, 

etc.)  
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Big Day in the IBA – May 21, 2017 
  This year we accepted a challenge from 

the Gosling Foundation to hold a 24-hour 

event (Big Day) during which we would try 

to find as many species as possible in the 

IBA, and the Foundation would donate 

$50 per species for PEPtBO’s work in the 

PEC South Shore IBA.  We planned the Big 

Day as a culmination of our Spring Birding 

Festival 

Ahead of time we provided checklists and 

maps of the IBA.  We also provided an opportunity for visitors to pre-register for the free 

event.  We invited members of the Gosling Foundation, including Dr. Phil Gosling himself, to 

be our Guest Birders for the day 

We ran 8 guided walks during the day in different habitats for visitors to find birds and also 

experience the diversity of the habitats in the IBA.  We had a live update on local radio part 

way through the day 

As part of the Festival, a large board at the Observatory listing daily sightings was kept up to 

date by our Bander (David Okines) – visitors and Observatory staff contributed sightings 

from the National Wildlife Area – these were added to the totals.   

The following morning at the 

Observatory we had a wrap-up 

during which we presented 

the final list to the Gosling 

Foundation (and had some 

refreshments!)  Despite a cool 

and showery day, we located 

121 species, the last one being 

a Chuck-will’s-widow that 

called a few times in the dark 

during a lull in the rain.  

Volunteer Ian Dickinson 

prepared a photo essay of the day that is posted on the PEPtBO website.  
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Waterfowl Blitzes 
Using the IBA Protocol on eBird, PEPtBO organized spring (Mar 18) and fall (Nov 4) Waterfowl 

Blitz counts in 2017. 

   

  Long-tailed Ducks 

Bobolink Banding in the Miller Family Nature Preserve – Fall 2017 
From Cindy Cartwright 

 Banding was conducted on 19 days between 

August 16 and September 4. The same protocol 

used in 2016 proved successful again this year. 

We were unable to band on September 3 due to 

rain, and closed early on several other dates due 

to rain, high winds and billowing nets which put 

the birds at risk for wing strain and other 

injuries. 

Banding ended on September 4 and 

unfortunately, large numbers of Bobolink were documented migrating through the area the 

following day.   

Bobolinks were heard and observed in the early morning when the bander arrived on-site to 

open the nets at sunrise. A silent-listening point count was conducted while the bander moved 

equipment to the tent and opened the nets. After opening and starting the lure, the bander did 

a brief census along a route across the front of the property that allowed the net array area to 

be observed for hunting raptors at all times.  

The majority of the Bobolinks captured and banded occurred within the first hour of luring. 

During this time period, the highest numbers of Bobolinks in flight were also observed. 
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A volunteer arrived in time for the first net round, half an hour after sunrise every day. 

Volunteers extracted birds, scribed, conducted casual observations, and assisted with closing 

the nets at the end of each banding session based on their individual abilities. Each of these 

steps is important and allows the bander to focus on 

extracting and processing birds in a timely manner. Thanks 

to Borys Holowacz, Mike Parry, Cheryl Anderson, Don 

Chisholm, and Peter Fuller for their assistance and 

enjoyable company. Two visitors from Prince Edward 

Island also assisted on one morning. 

496 Bobolinks were banded along with 23 other species. 

The success of the initial banding session at this location 

was repeated.  Six bobolinks were recaptured – four that were banded elsewhere, and two that 

were banded earlier this season at the Miller Reserve. Other species captured incidentally were 

also banded when time permitted.  

  To add to the species list, casual observations were 

conducted daily during banding hours and these species 

were entered into eBird and shared with the Prince Edward 

Point Important Bird Area and the Hastings Prince Edward 

Land Trust.  The total number of species documented on the 

Miller Reserve is now approximately 129 species as a result. 

(Black-and-white Warbler) 

Other Initiatives in 2017 
 Feb 20 – Scopes at the Point – waterfowl/eagle viewing open to the public - 20 visitors 

 We ran 3 guided tours to visiting groups 

 Bobolink banding was conducted at the end of April and beginning of May at the Miller 

Family Nature Reserve.  Cold, wet and windy weather meant we were not able to open 

nets every day and numbers banded were low compared to fall banding 

 Least Bittern (LEBI) surveys by kayak in Lighthall Marsh – very high water levels meant 

many of the cattail beds were flooded; we did locate some LEBI individuals in different 

locations from 2016 

 Breeding evidence surveys at Point Petre and Simpson Rd. 

 Jun 13 - Whip-poor-will survey: 31 calling individuals + 1 Chuck-will’s-widow at 26 stops 

across the IBA.  Habitats were very wet and frogs were calling loudly making it difficult 

to hear at some stops.  Once again a high concentration of calling birds along Babylon 

Rd. 

 We held 2 free  fall warbler identification workshops in September (10 participants) 

 With the help of PEC Field Naturalists and the support of the Gosling Foundation, we 

hosted a 1-day conference that invited local, provincial and national groups and 

individuals to discuss protection for the South Shore IBA – a joint initiative was initiated 
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Volunteer Hours in 2017 
(In addition to the regular Migration Monitoring and Banding that takes place at PEPtBO) 

Date Event Volunteers TOTAL 
HOURS 

Feb to Dec Block Surveys (Gravelly, Helmer, 
Charwell, Lighthall, Simpson, Miller, 
Ostrander, Pt. Petre) 

16 100.5 

Feb 20, 2017 Scopes at the Point 4 12 

Mar 18, 2017 Waterfowl Blitz 14 42 

Apr-May, 2017 Bobolink Banding Volunteers 2 25 

May 19, 2017 Night Hike (Brewer’s Rd) 1 1 

May 21, 2017 Big Day in the IBA 10 13 

Jun 10-11, 2017 Bioblitz (bird surveys) 8 21 

Jun 13, 2017 Whip-poor-will Survey 2 6 

Jun 26, 2017 Breeding Evidence Survey 2 8 

Jun 20, 2017 Least Bittern survey 2 4 

Jul 18, 2017 Least Bittern survey 2 4 

Aug-Sep, 2017 Bobolink Banding volunteers 5 70 

Sep 18 and 25 Warbler Workshops 2 9 

Nov 4, 2017 Waterfowl Blitz 8 24 

Dec 16, 2017 Picton CBC* (sections of eastern IBA) 7 40 

Dec 19, 2017 Sandbanks CBC* (sections of west IBA) 9 54 

 TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS 433.5 

* = Christmas Bird Count 

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers for 2017 
Cheryl Anderson   Krys Baklinski   Amy Bodman   Mike Burge   
Paul McKenzie    Kathy Felkar   Sheila Kuja    Peter Fuller    
Michael Gelman    Mike Parry    Hélène Tremblay  Brian Durell 
Gloria Durell    Ketha Gillespie   Pat Peterson   Ellen McFaul   
Rick Edgar     Terry Sprague   Cindy Cartwright  Don Chisolm 
Ian Dickinson    Stan Kozak    Phil Gosling    Susan Gosling 
Leanne Johns    Juanita Hummell  Blaine Hummell   Brian Joyce 
Joanne Dewey    Tom Wheatley   John Hirsch    Larry McCurdy 
Kathy Innes     Amber Kolodzik   Borys Holowacz   Tyler Hoar 
Teresa Holleran-Ferreira Louise Warr    Brenda Coe    Amanda Bichel 
Linda      M.J.      Robyn Perkins   2017 CBC Teams 
 

(Photos donated by Peter Fuller, Hélène Tremblay, Ian Dickinson) 


