A BIG DAY In the IBA
May 21 2017

We count the birds from Point Traverse to Point Petre
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Some started earlyat the crack of dawn like all good birders, but most waited for the guided tours
make their contribution to the 'Big Day in the IBA' fundraise

The 'IBA' here is thémportant Bird and Biodiversity Arealong the South Shore of Prince Edward Cou
This is a globally significant area designated as a major staging area forddictgcand migratingaptors.
This is a remarkable piece of peapy that has so far escaped the developer's eye. The thin soil on lin
bedrock caused early farming attempts to be quickly abandoned allowing the land to revert through
stages to the original scrubby Red Cedar habitat good for people, lgreat for grassland and other
adapted birds.

This 26sq.km area holds some surprises once you get off the main roads. Natural wetlands as wel
created wetlands created by building berrag the water flowing towards the coastlar@create habita
for Rails, Bitterns, Marsh Wrens and most of the expected marsh sgedies western end of the area
small pockebf deciduoudrees seems totally out of place among the surrounding savannah and Rec
further adding to theiversity of brd habitat in this surprisingly diverse area.

With at least 74 species nesting there, the South Shore IBA provides good birding all year round bt
prize occurs during the spring migration when there is an explosion of birdlife as migrants molfkiéila
what is the mogproductive migrant trap on the Lake Ontario coastline.

So it was, on Sundayay 21%, 2017, groups of birders ranging from experts to first timers set out
count the birds in the IBA with the Gosling Foundation as a sponsor.

The Gosling Foundation was established by Philip R. Gosling, a successful Guelph entrepreneur
lifelong promoter of appreciation, understanding and protection of the natural world. The Foundat
offered to donate $50 to the Prince Edward Point Birde®lagory(PEPtBO)for every species identifies
during the 'Big Day in the IBA' bird count.

The search for migrants started at 8 a.m. at the Point Traverse Woodsortlleasof the Long Point
peninsula. A small, but determinegtoupwas led by Peter Fulléhe ceordinator of IBA events$or
PEPtBQ As a bonus, the walk was joined by Dr. Philip Gosling himself
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For birders in the know, this is a truly magical place in May. It is hard to describe the adrenaline rush as
you step into the inconspicuous entrance on a good day and are greeted by a thunderous cacophony of
birdsong. On such days, there are Warblersjl€sj Vireos, Scarlet Tanagers and possible Indigo

Buntings at almost every turn.

But this was not to be one of those magical days. The wind was howling from the East, not argood sig
for overnight migration, and birders had to be at the top of their game to find birds sheltering from the
wind. Northern Parula, Blackpoll, Blagkroated Green, Blackburnian, Bayeasted, Chestnsided,
Magnolia and Blaclandwhite were among the Wddys found.

Scanning the trees at the Point TraveVgeods Norther Parula (top),
Black-and-white Warbler (bottom)

At the same time, another group was scanning and listening for marsh residents at the wetle
Lighthall Road at the opposite (western) end of the IBA.

The wetland is one of two artificial wetlands created by Ducks Unlimited by building a berm tct tsti
flow of water into Lake Ontario.

Black Terns arsometimeseen in the wetlands of the IBA and today was no exception. Tree
Swallows darted around in numbers and a Common Gallinule was seen. A welcome surprise v
presence of a Sandhill Crane.
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At 10 a.m. a searctvas maddgor more migrants at the road leading to thghthouse, often the sg
where first landfall is made. The walk started at teB@®BObanding gation.

In the spring and fall, migrants are trapped using mist nets, weighed, measured and banded.
there is a special nocturnal Savihet Owl banding as well.

.E{‘n. i
A Brown Thrasher is banded at the Prince Edward Poi
Bird Observatory by volunteer Ketha Gillespie.

The walk from thébanding station to theghthouse (actuallyalmost to the lighthouse as the area aro.
the lighthose was flooded) produced Rubsowned Kingleta Hairy Woodpecker and the star of the «
i a Yellow-breasted Chat. More on the Chat later.



Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Hairy Woodpecker

A search for grassland bs on Babylon Road by another group was able to come up with
Meadowlarks, Field Sparrows, Bobolinks as well as hunting Northern Harrier and Merlin.




At lunch timevolunteers were able to meet and chat with our guests from the Gosling Foundatior
some appreciation of the work that they do all over Canada sponsoring projects like this.

PEPtBO volunteer Borys Holowacz discusses the 'Nature Matbeisklet
(which the Gosling Foundation helped PEPtBO to prodwd#) Dr. Philip

Gosling

After a break for lunchthere wasnore birding at Point Petre (on the western end). Firsvétand on
Simp®on Rd. was checked. A few examples were heard and seen although at this time of day most
were hunkered down in the cattails. The grassland around the DND communication towers yielded
Ospreyand aGrasshopper Sparrow among others.

Next the offshore waters were scoped. Large rafts of waterfowl are usually seen here in winter but
lingering Longtailed Ducks and Relreasted Mergansers were all that were found this time as the re
have dispersed to breed.

A deciduous forest dhll oaks produced several unexpected species of Warblers, a Yetloated Vireo
and a Swainson's Thrush. This small pocket of tall oaks in an area most characterized by thin soil \
scrubby terrain just adds to teeceptional diversity of the B8 and produced some of the best birding ¢
the day.
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Longtailed Ducks off P Petre Swainson's Thrush in deciduous forest neaPetre.



Meanwhile back at the eastern end of the IBA (on the road ttighéhouse) the Yellovbreasted Chat
continued to show. This wanough to bring a small crowd to a 'stakeout'. Although mostly heard, th
did give fleeting views to the lucky (or shaeged).

A group of hofI irders maintaine a'taT<tiJé'tnm~ e road to tr
lighthouse where a Yellolweasted Chat had been heard and seen

Most had to settle for less rare but equally attractive species.

Philadelphia Vireo | American Rdstart

At sundown, a small group went to Hilltop Réhere a Chuckv i $wWiddw has put in appearance for
several years running. It did not disappoint that night albeit for a very short time due to the rainy
conditions. Several calling Whipoorwills and a displaying Woodcock were also present.



So ended a very enjoyable dfy the volunteers and a profitable day for the Bird Observatory
species were tallied and $6,000 was donated by the Gosling Foundation.
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Peter Fuller presents the day's checkﬂtsSta Kozak of the Gosling
Foundation. Left GroupPeter Fuller, Pat Peterson, John Hirsch (VP
PEPtBO) and Assistant Bander Jacques TuiMess in front.

Right Group: Susan Gosling, Cheryl Anderson (PEPtBO), Stan Ko
(Gosling Foundation), Leanne Jahin

The South Shore IBA continues to surprise and amaze not only birders, but nature lovers of all stri
most striking feature is its isolatiersurprising in a rapidly developing region. The IBA is a mixture of
public and private lands but mostthE area and shoreline is readily accessible to the pudntiother

featurethat is becoming increasingly rare in Southern Ontario. A dedicated group of volunteers wor

tirelessly to keep this treasure in the public domain and keep of the last regailai places in the regiol
available for future generations to enjoy.

We acknowledge and thank the tour lead€yser Hoar, Cheryl Anderson, Juanita and Blaine Humm
Peter Fuller, Brian Joyaand David Okines (Head Bander) who managed the talbrd.
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Canada Goose

Redbellied Woodpecker

American Redstart

Brant Eastern Phoebe Baybreasted Warbler
Mallard Alder Flycatcher Blackpoll Warbler
Mute Swan Least Flycatcher Chestnutsided Warbler
Trumpeter Swan Willow Flycatcher Tennessee Warbler
Wood Duck Great Crested Flycatcher Canada Warbler

White-winged Scoter

Eastern Kingbird

Mourning Warbler

Longtailed Duck

Eastern Wood Pewee

Cape May Warbler

Common Gallinule

Warbling Vireo

Yellowbreasted Chat

Common Merganser

Redeyed Vireo

Scarlet Tanager

Redbreasted Merganser

Philadelphia Vireo

Eastern Towhee

Ruffed Grouse

Yellowthroated Vireo

Chipping Sparrow

Wild Turkey

Blue Jay

Claycoloured Sparrow

Common Loon

American Crow

Field Sparrow

Piedbilled Grebe

Common Raven

Savannah Sparrow

Doublecrested Cormorant

Purple Martin

Grasshopper Sparrow

American Bittern

Tree Swallow

Song Sparrow

Green Heron

Northern Roughwinged Swallow

Swamp Sparrow

Great Blue Heron

Cliff Swallow

White-throated Sparrow

Sandhill Crane

Barn Swallow

White-crowned Sparrow

Turkey Vulture Blackcapped Chickadee Darkeyed Junco
Osprey White-breasted Nuthatch Northern Cardinal

Bald Eagle Redbreasted Nuthatch Rosebreasted Grosbeak
Northern Harrier House Wren Indigo Bunting

Merlin Marsh Wren Bobolink

Killdeer Rubycrowned Kinglet Redwinged Blackbird

Blackbellied Plover

Bluegray Gnatcatcher

Eastern Meadowlark

Wilson's Snipe

American Robin

Common Grackle

American Woodcock

Wood Thrush

Brownheaded Cowbird

Whip-poor-will Swai nson’ s Thr u| Baltimore Oriole
Chuckw i mwidows Gray Catbird Orchard Oriole
Ringbilled Gull Brown Thrasher American Goldfinch
Herring Gull European Starling

Caspian Tern Cedar Waxwing

Black Tern Nashville Warbler

Rock Pigeon Yellow Warbler

Mourning Dove Wil son’s Warble

Blackbilled Cuckoo Yellowrumped Warbler

Belted Kingfisher Ovenbird

Downy Woodpecker

Northern Waterthrush

Hairy Woodpecker

Common Yellowthroat

Northern Flicker

Northern Parula

Magnolia Warbler

Blackthroated Green Warbler

Blackthroated Blue Warbler

Blackburnian Warbler

Black and White Warbler




