Finding Fossils

Ages
4 and up

Fossil Hunting is a great outdoor activity for families, with benefits for everyone. It
encourages a child’s natural curiosity about what came before us, connecting the
past to the present. Fossil hunting takes patience and perseverance. Using tools in
varying settings improves risk management skills. Managing the found treasures
enhances sorting and ordering skills, and encourages reading about and researching
the finds. Hunting for fossils, like all time spent in nature, has a positive effect on
mental and physical well-being for the whole family.
While fossil hunting success depends on a bit of luck, a little preparation before
heading out can improve your odds for a rewarding adventure. There are lots of tips
available on what to look for and where to look. Here are few suggestions.
Pebble beaches are a wonderful place to get started. No tools are
required, just sit among the pebbles and gentle move and sift
through them. Practice searching for small treasures including
fossils, beach glass, and colourful minerals. The longer you spend
hunting, the more chances you have of finding something cool.
Look at the bottom of cliffs, where you see layers
of rock. Sedimentary rock, like sandstone,
limestone, and shale, will flake apart easily with a gentle hammer
tap. Never hammer on a cliff, only on rocks that have fallen free of
the cliff. Look for crinoids, brachiopods, trilobites, leaf prints, and
gastropods. See the reference charts on pages 2 and 3.
A few tools help make the experience safer and feel genuine.

Hammer – A fossil/rock, mason’s or any small hammer makes the fossil hunting
experience more of an adventure. It offers an opportunity for independence and
responsibility. Be sure to always talk about safety and supervise children while
they are using tools.
Eye Protection — If you use a hammer, or are smashing and chipping away at rocks,
safety goggles are important to protect the eyes from flying bits and debris.
Collection Container – A little tin or a small bag so the children can collect and look
after their own treasures.
Small Paint Brush — Optional, but useful for clearing away dust and debris.
Magnifying Glass — Helpful for close inspections of findings.
Water — It can be exciting to wash off dust, or highlight
colourful minerals.
Once home, extend the experience by sorting,
researching, and displaying your treasures.
Create collection boxes or display stands. Try a
resin cast with a kit from the local hobby store.
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